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mariners rowed, they killed many, which were the fattest and the
best that we tasted all the voyage. And of these there was such
exceeding great abundance that many more shippes then we had
with us might have refreshed themselves therewith.
The thirtieth of March 1602, being in sixe degrees to the
south of the Line, wee happened upon a ledge of rockes1; and
looking overboord and seeing them under the shippe about five
fathome deepe, it much amazed us, falling upon the sudden and
unexpected. Then, as wee were presently casting about the ship,
wee found eight fathome, and so held on our course east. One
of our men, being in the top, saw an iland south-east of us, some
five or sixe leagues off, being but low land. This we judged to be
the iland of Cardu3, although in our course we could not (by
computation) find ourselves so farre shot to the eastward.
Bearing on our course some thirteene or fourteene leagues, we
fell upon another flat of rockes. Then wee cast about to the
southward and, sayling some twelve leagues, found other rockes.
So that, proving divers wayes, wee found flats of rockes round
about us, and twentie and thirtie, and in some places, forty and
fiftie fathome, water in the middest of the flats. Here we were
for two dayes and an halfe in exceeding danger, and could find
no way to get out. But at last wee resolved to seeke to the
northward, and in sixe degrees, fortie-three minutes (God bee
thanked) wee found sixe fathome water; the pinnasse alwayes
going before us and sounding, with commandement to make
signes what depth she had, that thereby we might follow her.
Thus (thankes be to God) being delivered out of this pound, we
followed our course, with variable windes, till the ninth of May,
about foure of the clocke in the afternoone; at which time we
had sight of the ilands of Nicubar, and bare in and anchored on
the north side of the channell. But the wind changing to the
south-west, wee were forced to hoyse our anchors and to beare
over to the south side of the channell, and so come to an anchor
under a small iland that lyeth on the said shore. Here wee had
i
1 They had come upon the Chagos Islands, as appears from the 'Ruter* of
John Davis of Limehouse, who calls them the Baiscos das Chagas, and adds:
'these shoalds are very dangerous----We were twenty houres upon and
among these shoalds.*
a This was a mistake.  Cardu is one of the Maldive group.